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Fats and food scraps collect in the sewer 

system and congeal into a gooey mess 

that blocks pipes and leads to overflows. 

NEWS RELEASE 

City of Auburn Now Offers Free Pick-up of FOG and Universal/Electronic Waste 
 

AUBURN, Calif. — July 8, 2010 — Fats and cooking scraps are causing a real problem in area sewers so 

the City of Auburn has adopted a new FOG disposal program to help combat the problem. 

Cooled FOG (fats, oil and grease) congeals into a gooey mass that clings to the pipes that take 

waste away from homes and can completely clog them. This leads to overflows which are costly, 

unhealthy and very unsightly. To combat the problem, the city asks residents to stop scraping food and 

fats into the sink where they end up in sewer pipes. Instead, city residents should collect FOG for 

disposal as solid waste. 

 Up to one quart of FOG can be placed in regular 

curbside trash pick-up as long as the FOG is cooled and 

in a clear plastic bag, a tin can or some other container.  

 Between one and seven quarts of FOG will be picked up 

once a month by appointment by calling Recology at 

530-885-3735. Place cooled FOG in a plastic container 

with a screw-top lid and write “Food Grease” on the 

container. 

 More than seven quarts of FOG must be taken to Western Placer Waste management Authority 

(www.WPWMA.com) for free disposal. Place cooled FOG in a plastic container or bucket with a 

tight fitting lid. 

 

http://www.wpwma.com/
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 Megan Siren with Public Works shows the Fat Trapper bag 

available to city residents for FREE at the public works 

service counter. 

Residents may call Recology Auburn Placer (www.recologyauburnplacer.com) at 530-885-3735 

to arrange for free curbside pick-up of FOG. Residents may also request curbside pickup of universal/ 

electronic waste including televisions, computer components, batteries and microwave ovens. Only the 

residents within Auburn city limits can request this service one time each month. 

“We are pleased that Recology will provide these additional pick-up services for Auburn 

residents,” said Bernie Schroeder, director of the public works department. “Keeping FOG out of the 

sewer is a major issue for the city. We expect that curbside pick-up will have a substantially positive 

effect on the condition of our sewer system.” 

Residents in Placer County who are not 

in the city limits can take their FOG to the 

Auburn Transfer Station  located at 12305 

Shale Ridge Road or WPWMA 

(www.WPWMA.com). 

More information about proper 

disposal of FOG and e-waste is available at 

www.HealthyAuburnWaters.org, a program of 

the City’s award-winning Healthy Auburn Waters campaign. City residents may pick-up FREE Fat Trapper 

Bags—which are used to safely collect and dispose of small quantities of FOG—at the service counter in 

the public works department. 

About the Healthy Auburn Waters Campaign 

The Healthy Auburn Waters campaignñsponsored by the City of 

Auburnñis a public education program that teaches residents and 

businesses how to properly dispose of chemicals; pesticides; cooking 

fats, oils and grease; motor oil, medications and fuel. The Healthy 

Auburn Waters campaign seeks to protect Auburn waterways for 

the people and wildlife that live in our area. For more information, 

visit www.HealthyAuburnWaters.org. 
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